
153. Chavin de Huantar. Northern highlands, Peru. Chavin.  

900-200 B.C.E. Stone (architectural complex); granite (Lanzon and sculpture); 

hammered gold alloy (jewelry) (4 images) 

 an archaeological site containing ruins and artifacts constructed beginning at least by 1200 BC 

and occupied by later cultures until around 400-500 BC by the Chavín, a major pre-Inca culture 

 Context: Chavín de Huántar served as a gathering place for people of the region to come 

together and worship 
o People went to Chavin de Huantar as a center: to attend and participate in rituals, 

consult an oracle, or enter a cult 

 Content: The site contains a number of major structures, including Temples A, B, C and D, and 

areas and buildings designated as the Major Plaza, the Circular Plaza, the Old Temple and New 

Temple, although the latter two designations are no longer accurate in light of recent research 

advances. 

 Excavation of burial sites gave evidence of a small elite class whose tombs contained elaborate 

burial goods, consisting of precious metals, colorful textiles, and other valuables. Most burials 

were simpler, with bodies interred in shallow pits with cotton clothing and a simple tool kit. 

 This site holds a large amount of geographical and religious significance 
o located north of modern day Lima at the confluence of two rivers 
o able to cultivate lowland crops such as maize and high altitude crops such as potatoes. 

The people were also domesticating llamas in the high altitude areas for food and as a 

means to carrying heavy loads on the steep slopes of the hills. 
o The confluence of two rivers is referred to as tinkuy, which can be defined as the 

harmonious meeting of opposing forces.  
 It has been suggested that Chavin de Huantar served as the meeting place of the 

natural and cosmic forces. 
 The area is known to have natural hot springs as well as an awe-inspiring view of 

the Wantsan peak which could both add to religious significance of the site 
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* video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnIoffCCyBI
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